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Today

ÅWhy weɅre updating speed 
limits in Portland

ÅN/NE Columbia Boulevard 
speed limit change

ÅNext steps for speed limits
ÅQuestions weɅve heard (plus 

any other discussion)



Vision Zero = Safe System



Published 1939



Published 1939

ɈOverall progress on the issue of 
speeding has been limited at best.ɉ

ɈSpeeding remains a publicly-accepted driving 
behavior that is reinforced among motorists, 
policymakers and transportation stakeholders.ɉ

Published 2020



Published 1939



Differential impacts



Speed management tools

ÅStreet design
ÅSpeed limits
ÅEnforcement (including cameras)
ÅVehicle design (limited in U.S.)
ÅEducation



Why weɅre updating 
speed limits

Å Speed is a critical factor in crashes
Å Speed limits can impact speeds even 

as a standalone intervention
Å Goal: Proactively set speed limits 

that are predictable, protect 
vulnerable users, and give people 
driving a high level of control over 
their vehicle in an urban setting



Speed limit 
updates

Å Goal: no higher than 30 
mph on most streets

Å 25 �Æ20 mph on all 
residential streets (2018)

Å 20 mph zone in central 
city (2019)

Å 140+ miles reduced on 
major streets since 2017

Å More in the queue


